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/R^vany  owners  of  old-model  cars  install 

II  II  |  safetV  belts  in  their  old  cars.  Many  new- 

II  II  Hear  owners  refuse  to  use  belts  already 

installed.  How  come?  What  distinguishes  a 

safety  belt  user  from  a  non-user? 

• 

Here  are  a  few  differences  that  we  (and 

other  safety  belt  researchers)  have  observed: 

Safety  Belt  Non-Users 


I 


Safety  Belt  Users 


Can’t  really  imagine  that  they  would 
ever  be  involved  in  a  serious  collision. 


Think  that  crashes  are  common  and 
could  happen  to  anyone. 


Trust  their  car;  hope  road  conditions 
and  other  drivers  will  give  no  trouble. 


Are  se/Areliant  and  prepare  for 
highway  dangers  in  a  variety  of  ways. 


May  have  a  touch  of  claustrophobia, 
do  not  like  to  feel  restricted. 


Like  to  feel  they  are  part  of  the  car; 
feel  loose  and  lost  when  unbelted. 


Think  that  if  they  are  lucky  they  will 
be  “thrown  clear.” 


Know  ejection  is  bad  luck,  4  times 
out  of  5. 


Are  afraid  of  being  trapped  in  their 
car  in  case  of  fire  or  submersion. 


Know  fire  or  submersion  is  rare;  being 
knocked  helpless  is  the  real  danger. 


Think  it’s  unnecessary  to  use  safety 
belts. 


Think  it’s  childish  to  refuse  proven 
protection. 


Say  safety  belts  are  hard  on  their 
clothes. 


Rate  care  of  person  more  important 
than  clothes. 


Feel  safe  on  short  trips,  but  buckles 
up  on  longer  trips  or  when  driving  on 
Interstate  highways. 


Realize  most  crashes  occur  near 
home,  on  local  roads,  not  on  well- 
built  Interstate  highways. 


Sometimes  mean  to  use  their  belt, 
but  forget. 


Make  buckling  up  a  matter  of  habit. 
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Protection  from  Accidents 

...Your  Responsibility 

Reliable  forecasts  indicate  that 
seven  out  of  every  10  Americans  who 
drive  an  automobile  will  have  a  traffic 
accident  within  the  next  five  years. 
Thousands  will  be  killed  and  injured, 
and  property  damages  will  total 
millions  of  dollars. 

Every  available  means  is  being  used  to 
reduce  the  number  of  accident  on  the  na¬ 
tional,  state  and  local  levels.  Meanwhile, 
it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  individual 
drivers  to  protect  themselves  and  other 
passengers  from  injury  or  death  if  their 
vehicle  is  involved  in  an  accident. 

Belts  Protect  Lives 

Motor  vehicle  crash  injury  research 
reveals  that  the  automobile  seat  belt  is 
the  most  effective  single  item  available 
to  reduce  the  number  of  traffic  injuries 
and  deaths.  If  you  are  involved  in  a 
serious  accident  your  chances  of  sur¬ 
vival  are  doubled  if  you  are  wearing  a 
safety  belt. 


The  shoulder  harness  is  designed  to 
prevent  chest  and  head  injuries.  Be  sure 
to  have  lap  belt  fastened  when  using 
shoulder  harness. 
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THE  SECOND  COLLISION 


Roof  12% 


Windshield  8% 


indshield  Frame  20% 


Steering  Assembly  30% 


Hood  5% 


Instrument  Panel  1 1  % 


Surface  of 
Side 
Interior 

22%. 


Despite  im¬ 
provements  such  as 
collapsible  steering 
wheels,  stronger  wind¬ 
shields  and  padded 
dashboards,  you  can 
still  be  injured  or  killed 
Exterior  *n  a  second  collision 
of  Car  and  with  these  surfaces. 
Outside  the  Second  collisions  with 
Car  30%  steering  wheels  and 
windshields  alone 
account  for  38%  of  the 
fatalities  in  automobile 
crashes. 

This  illustration 
shows  the  percentage 
of  unbelted  occupants 
who  are  fatally  injured 
in  second  collisions 
with  various  hard  sur¬ 
faces  inside  a  car. 


0.000  seconds  -  car  hits  barrier 


On  impact,  the  car  begins  to  crush  and  to  slow  down.  The  per¬ 
son  inside  the  car  has  nothing  to  slow  them  down  so  they  con¬ 
tinue  to  move  forward  inside  the  car  at  30  mph. 

0.050  seconds  ■  car  crushes 


The  car  slows  down  as  the  crushing  of  the  front  end  absorbs 
some  of  the  force  of  the  collision.  The  person  inside  is  still 
moving  at  30  mph. 


0.100  seconds  -  car  stops 


One-fiftieth  of  a  second  after  the  car  has  stopped,  the  person 
slams  into  the  dashboard  and  windshield.  This  is  the  human 
colllision.  In  the  car’s  collision  it  takes  1/10  of  a  second  to 
stop;  in  the  human  collision  it  takes  only  1/100  of  a  second. 


On  impact,  the  car  begins  to  crush  and  slow  down. 


As  the  car  slows  down,  the  person  moves  forward  until  the 
seat,  belts  restrain  them.  The  belts  keep  them  in  their  seat  and 
keeps  their  head  and  chest  from  striking  the  car  interior. 


Being  fastened  to  the  framework  of  the  car,  belted  occupants 
are  able  to  "ride  down”  the  collision  as  part  of  the  car.  They 
are  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  car’s  slower  stop,  as  it 
crushes  and  absorbs  energy.  For  belted  people  there  is  no 
human  collision. 


